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Transcript from an interview by Liz Duell, for the Jindivick Progress Association, on
28" March 2014 in Jindvick, Victoria, Australia.

1 How long have you (ied in, findivick?

81 years T came here in 1933 when T whs ten years old

We lived in Melbourne where Dad. Lieutenarnt /?f(gﬁ/"eﬁfy worked in Historical Records
With the Armed Infandry Forces We spent about sy morths in Sydney in 1925 when Dad
Was in cﬁaﬁye g( Shfwy the Australian War Museum 4o Sydney. Later we wert 4o
Sﬁ%mm)@?)r one year 1n 1932

Dad had a business with the catchy advertising line Pretty the P man, pickles pegs and pie
miycuire, peanuit butter,  puddings and paste”

My grandparents he Petshack family, (ived o findidick We used o Vistt them. and then
we moved 19, findiick <o Uive on the famuly farm  Dad was a sharefarmer on the property
He also used 40 do the books for Mr Gillet who ran the, findivick Store. and then he bought
the business from Mr Gillet

2 What are your earliest memories of growlng up in this area?

The school. residence was built in 1935 Prior 4o that the teacher lived on the edge of the

towh. Mr Rathbone was the Head Teacher Their dog, facko, often came 4o school and ate

the childrens lunch out of their bag Mrs Rathbone alwlays replaced thetr lunch as she Was

very embarrassed. Her lunches were so good that nobody minded when, facko helped humself

10 their packed (unch

The school motto whs Good better, best, never let i rest until your qood is better and your

better, best”

We moved irto the shop and attached residence in 1936, the same year that the Hall whs
fﬁy years old

At the shop there were rowss of boues of haberdashery, including sty starched Wing collars

and pear( buttons

When electricity came 10 the towh, Dad started to make iceblocks These were Very popular

and sold for one penny each

The store had a wide range of food. stockfeed. hardware, haberdashery and farm merchandise

EVery day there were orders delwered 40 a dyferent area, including all the way to Droun

On Wednesdays Dad drove the Dodge ruck 1o Melbourne 4o pick up supplies Other qoods



Were delivered 40 the Rokeby Railwhy Station o be picked up. This whs mainly stockfeed,

seed and so on

That Dodge truck whs used 0 trangport other loads as well On Saturdays the footy team

all loaded into the back 10 go 10 the game. Later that day a cargo of young pegple would

be picked up 10 go 0 the pictures in Warragul, or 40 a Masonic dance

When Dad was ot of the shap i wls not unusual for some creative thinking 4o 1ake place
for grample we used 10 et bores of broken biscuits' which whre a cheaper gption than
packets of biscusts but if demand geceeded supply o whs not unheard of for some packets to

be broken up (n orderto fill the orders Another customer always wanted the fat ast off

their bacon

The school was just one classroom 1 for Year one 1o eiyﬁt When the pipeline to pipe witer
10 the Mornington Peninsula was being constructed, the school enrolments swelled to
severrty. New families came (n40 the district 4o Work on the construction. Most of them
moved away when & was completed but some remained. Families (ost fﬁeérjmnm\g land
and, buildings when the Tarago Reservoir whs bullt. They were compensated for their loss

We young girls u, findick alwlays dressed up in long dfesseuy’or the dances T whas about
fﬁee/z or sixteen then The dances were very popular and everyone danced all /z'gﬁf

Everyone $ook a plate of supper. Mr Peel alwlays had he job of slicing the bread 1o make

sandwlches because he could at the bread so evenly

T played inthe tennis team, onthe courts nget to the Hall

3 What have been some of the biggest changes you have seen iz, findiick over the

yeafs?

The coming of electricity would be the biggest change. Tt made a blg diffarence inthe store
and in everyone’s home

Mail delvery also changed. Pegple used 10 pick up the mail from the shap. then the Post
(gﬁwe was relocated and fm@ daily roadside delivery became widespread and towh mail
boxes School children used 4o come 40 the shop affter school40 pick up the mail and papers
and many of them were unofficial delivery agents for their nelghbours struggling 1o carry
all the bundles

The roads used-to be Very rough and rocky dirt roads Now there are very good roads in

most areas



Changes Within the towh of findiick particularly acks precinct with commercial
bustnesses replacing what used 4o be a family home and outbuildings

The former Presbyterian Church, which wis nget 1o the tonnis courts whs sold 40 he
Anglicans s for one hundred dollars in 1975 The cost to move it 10 the present stte whs one
thousand dollars and a (ot of stte preparation The problem ofa suttable toilet was solved
when someone heard that Chatro school had a toulet for sale and o whs transported here on
a traler

Sunday School was very actwe Tt c%mgedfmm a Sunday” school and became a mid-week
after school activy, and then ceased inhe late 505

4 What are some of your faveuriz stories about, findivick?

Mr Lyall was a teacher at the school over 1w ) periods g‘ tume, totalling wrty foaf years.
Mrs Lyall Wghf me 4o make  puff pastry She did the most amazing afternoon teas
presertted on starchad cloths and the table groaning under the array of food
TVe been cooking since T whs ten years old T was un the Young Farmers Club. There whs
an annual findivick evert where everyone erdared their best produce, cooking, animals and so
on. and there was a District Show as well T won the Most Successfl’ gehibetor i the
Under 14 section inthe District Show’ in Drowin. One 9 the categories was a Pound
Fruit Cake” T¢ whs hard work myang all the ingrediertts by hand. One year T had just
firushed baking a Pound Cake and Mum said she would put o ont9p of the dresser 1o kegp
it suffe. As she reached up the corner of the tray caught on the edge of the dresser and the
cake flow through the air. landing plit intWo. T whs devastated “We sort of pushed i
together again and tied & up. but Mum said T had to make another one. The neet attempt
was the prize Winner that year, but my repaired” version came second!

5 Ifastranger asked you "What is, findivick like? what would, you say?

Jindiick is a émc@@@dﬂ@ With rolling hulls and Vée/%y?om e/ery direction. The View
jm/n J@dd-ﬁaf/(e Reserve is §Dedaculaﬁ There are ﬂaod mefmg Jnlaces. mﬂ@ Jvlaces

and émwﬁyﬂl j@fde/zs
His ajﬂm@  place Without indolement inthe school. T sometimes dont get 10 meet

new families who come (o the area.



